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Abstract: Since the turn of the nineteenth century, the Caliento area of southeastern Manitoba shifted from booming Ukrainian settlement to more culturally
diverse population. Changes in the population, technology and economy have
significantly impacted how Ukrainian descendants use and perceive the landscape.
Through the concept of sense of place, these changes can be better understood.
Sense of place is a perception of place experienced by people when meaning is
given to a space through emotional and social attachment. The purpose of this
research is to understand the sense of place associated with people in the Caliento
area of south-eastern Manitoba and to document changes over time and across
generations. Data collection included a literature review, direct observation, semistructured interviews with nine residents and a workshop that involved the use of
photos and mental maps. Interview participants represented three generations of
Ukrainian immigrants who either grew up or currently reside in Caliento. Findings
illustrate that although each generation had a strong shared affinity for the homeland,
the geographic size of this homeland expanded over time. As technology and faster
modes of transportation became more accessible, so did the ability to transcend
space and thus form attachment to places outside Caliento, especially for members
of the third generation. Nonetheless, a sense of place remains most intense for the
immediate homeland area for each generation included in the study.
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Sense of Place and Caliento, Manitoba
The concept of sense of place has been a focus of cultural
geographers for over thirty years (Cresswell 2004). Sense of place is
commonly defined as the social or emotional attachment given to a space
having a particular significance to a person or a group (Simpson-Housley
and Williams 2002). Through physical interaction with and cultural learning
about places, people assign meaning to a space (Tuan 1977; Stedman et
al. 2004). Thus sense of place is both individual and shared: individual, as
it is based on emotional experiences; shared, as a group of people have
similar social and cultural experiences with a particular locale (Tuan 1977,
1980). Cultural geographers, therefore, study sense of place in order to
gain a better understanding of the subjective relationship of people and
places (Buttimer 1980).
One of the interesting things about sense of place and people’s
attachment to particular places is that people of the same generation or
age group may attach similar meanings to places based on shared
experiences within a temporal context. This sense of place can be expressed
over time in the landscape through architecture, infrastructure,
demographic changes and within the social imagination in the form of
place memories (Feld and Basso 1996). Further, people within a generation
form strong emotional and social attachments over time to a homeland in
which they experience significant life events (Tuan 1977). For this reason,
it is not surprising that attachment to homeland can be one of the most
intense forms of sense of place and often forms the center of how people
organize their world (Tuan 1977; Cuba and Hummon 1993). As people
make stronger emotional connections to a location, sense of place
intensifies over time (Rowles 1980; Tuan 1977, Stedman et al. 2004).
The purpose of this paper is to understand the sense of place
associated with people in the Caliento area of south-eastern Manitoba
and to document changes over time and across generations (see Figure 1).
Located in the Rural Municipality of Stuartburn, Caliento is an area of
southeastern Manitoba with a strong Ukrainian history. The Caliento area
was once a booming settlement for Ukrainian immigrants in the 1920s, with
Stuartburn being one of nine major Ukrainian settlements established in
the early 1900s (Lehr 1991, 1996). The time frame of this immigration was
relatively short (approximately twenty years, between 1900 and 1920) and
the Ukrainian population was clustered. Caliento has seen significant
demographic changes since the arrival of the first Ukrainians, as changes
in transportation technology and decreasing economic opportunities
resulted in a now-familiar trend of rural depopulation. While the area has a
relatively large population of young people (Statistics Canada 2006), the
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Figure 1: Map showing location of Caliento in southeastern Manitoba.

population of original descendents is an aging one (Reimer 2008). However,
there remains a strong cohort of people of Ukrainian descent related to the
original homesteaders that make their living through employment in one
of the few industries in the area (health, education or agriculture) or by
commuting to larger towns or cities (such as Steinbach or Winnipeg) to
find work.
There are, however, a number of people living in the area that are the
direct descendents of the original homesteaders. This population is of
research interest for several reasons, including understanding the
motivation of people to stay in rural areas and why people choose to
remain in an area with few economic opportunities (Heald 2008). Indeed,
scholars have documented the process of migration amongst Ukrainian
immigrants in Western Canada, including the push factors (e.g.,
overpopulation, feudal land tenure system, and lack of available land) and
pull factors (e.g., chain migration) compelling settlement in Western Canada
(Lehr and Moodie 1980; Petryshyn 1985; Lehr 1991). Other studies include
role of government policy in settlement, factors influencing land selection,
and impact of immigration on the landscape (Petryshyn 1985; Lehr 1996).
Furthermore, there is a body of work that considers the contributions of
Ukrainian immigrants to Canadian society (Czuboka 1983; Ewanchuk 1994,
2000). More recently, some attention has turned to understanding the
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current economic and socio-cultural factors influencing current traditional
Ukrainian communities in southeastern Manitoba (Heald 2008). Of interest
here is how this Ukrainian population attaches itself to place. In the face of
decreasing local amenities, what compels this population to remain in the
region? Therefore, the purpose of this research, again, is to understand
what sense of place is associated with the descendents of original
homesteaders in this area and what, if any, changes become clear over
time and across generations.

Methods
Primary data collection for the research included, semi-structured
interviews with nine residents of the Caliento area, a workshop with research
participants, and an examination of both archival records and current
census data. In addition, the first author, a descendant of Ukrainian
immigrants in Caliento, was able to offer data and experience from direct
observation as she grew up in and still retains familial ties within the
Caliento area.
Understanding of individual and community sense of place was
derived through semi-structured interviews. Research participants
represented three generations of residents, all direct descendants of
Ukrainian immigrants. The first generational cohort included three people
between the ages of 70 and 80, the children of original immigrant
homesteaders (Interviews 1-A; 1-B; 1-C). All were born, raised, and
currently reside in the area. The second generational cohort included
three people between the ages of 35 and 60 who are the children or spouses
of the first generation and currently live in the area (Interviews 2-D; 2-E; 2F). The third generational cohort included three people who are the
grandchildren of the first generation. All of these participants were raised
in Caliento but now reside in Winnipeg, MB (interviews 3-G; 3-H; 3-I).
Lasting between 60 and 120 minutes, the interviews were conducted in the
residences of the participants and consisted of a loosely structured set of
questions formulated to obtain as accurate a description of their sense of
place as possible. Questions addressed a range of issues related to place
attachment, including basic demographic data (how long have you lived
here?) and questions related to place attachment (What were/are the most
important places you frequent? When you were growing up, how often
did you leave home? What were important attributes of the place that
made it significant?). Where possible, storytelling was encouraged to
elicit more candid responses and descriptions of participants’ sense of
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place. In addition, participants were encouraged to utilize photographs
and mental maps as a means of illustrating their sense of place.
Due to the small sample size, research participants were invited to a
workshop to ensure the validity of findings and collect additional
information. In total, six participants representing all three generations
contributed to the workshop: Participants 1-A, 2-D, 2-E, 3-G, 3-H and 3-I.
By gathering participants together to discuss their personal views on
sense of place, there was an added opportunity for participants to critically
reflect on their sense of place, particularly when contrasted with different
generations. Once data was collected, it was analyzed by doing a
comparative analysis of the information gathered from the interviews and
workshop.

Findings
It is important in the development of place identity and thus the
formation of sense of place to understand basic and everyday life processes
which lead to place attachment (Buttimer 1980). When asked to discuss
their sense of place or attachment to Caliento, each participant would
often tell stories that described the activities that happened at the place
rather than list the reasons why they are attached to the locale. For example,
Participant 1A recalled vividly the paths she walked to school and with
whom they were traveled. On Sundays, it was a local tradition to meet at
the bridge for the evening to play music and socialize. The “Corner”, as it
was commonly called, was the site of fond memories:

Figure 2: Part of the “corner gang”.
The corner gang met on what is now part
of the land owned by Participant 2-D.
Source: Participant 1-A, c1943

We’d (the participant and her family)
go every Sunday in the summer to the
bridge. They called us the Corner gang
(see Figures 2 and 3). We would all
come around 5 o’clock, my mother
would bring a basket of fresh melons
for us to eat and then we’d go home
for chores. After they were finished
we all met up again. Michael would
bring his fiddle, and we’d stay out
dancing on that corner until 10 o’clock
when it was time to go home
(Interview 1-A).
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Figure 3: The “corner gang”. Source: Participant 1-A, c1943

In discussing this example, the participant drew a mental map of
important features related to the story (see Figure 4); the “Corner”, her
childhood home, and her married home are the three focal points of this
illustration. The mental map appears to the reader as a series of dots and
lines, but as Participant 1-A related her stories the mental map came alive
with people and places. It was as if the physically deteriorating or nonexistent buildings became a series of profound places over time (Rowles
1980). Most of the small dots told the story of a member of the Corner gang
with lines representing direction of travel to and from the Sunday gathering
place. Others highlighted features included the home in which she grew
up and the home that she built with her husband and two sons (see
Figures 5 and 6). The places on the map she drew remained consistently
within a two-mile boundary of place attachment.
The other participants also described activities that took place in and
around the Caliento area. Whether it be cutting and gathering wood for
the winter (Participant 2-F), taking care of the family farm (Participant 2-F),
playing soccer at the school field (Participant 3-I) or attending social
gatherings at friends’ houses (Participants 3-G and 3-H), these daily events
illustrated the importance of interacting within a given location. As
significant as the places were on their own, it was “being able to do things
with people; …having something to do on the farm that is more important
sometimes than the farm itself” (Participant 2-F). Discussing each activity
to the degree of detail that they did allowed each participant to have an
active role in their descriptions of place.
Participants also illustrated the importance of familial ties to place
attachment. As Participant 1-B noted, “It’s something when you can say
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Figure 4: Mental map drawn by Participant 1-A to depict important places in the
past. The “X” near the center of the map represented the corner where the gang
(Figure 3) met on Sunday afternoons. Each dot above the “X” represented each
gang members’ house. The house that she grew up in (figure 5) is located at the
rectangle near bottom left corner. Directly to the bottom left of that is the house she
lived in once she was married (figure 6). Source: Participant 1-A, 2007

Figure 5: Participant 1-A’s first home. This was also the house that her
father received patent for in 1921. Source: Participant 1-A, c1950
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Figure 6: The first homeland Participant 1-A lived on when she was
married. She is pictured here with both of her sons. Source: Participant
1-A, c1953

the farm you have was started by your grandparents, worked on by you,
and now is being operated by your children. It wouldn’t be the same if we
didn’t have that”. This relationship was highlighted by each generation.
For example, Participant 2-D noted, “This is where my family is, where my
home is”. The land which this participant referenced is in fact just north of
where his grandparents established their homestead in 1921. Participant 2D and his brother presently own four quarter sections of land that have
been in their family since their grandparents immigrated to the area from
the Ukraine in the early 1900s. When asked why the area meant so much to
her, Participant 2-E simply stated that “this is home – it just is. My family
is here” (Participant 2-E). The history that participants shared with the
land on which they lived and in some cases, depended on for their living,
is one that appears to be of significant value.
Even though they may not live full time in the Caliento area, for third
generational participants it is the familial ties they have that kept them
coming back and that impacted their long-term attachments to place. Having
family in the area “defines who you are. It’s a part of your past that makes
you who you are today. It’d be like losing a piece of yourself, not having
that place to go to” (Participant 3-I; see Figures 7 and 8). “Our ancestors
made such deep, deep roots there that I think it would be hard to tear that
up” (Participant 3-G). It was clear that this generation, although physically
removed from the area at present time, retains a sense of place that is
strongly influenced by a shared family history in the landscape.
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Figure 7: This photo was provided by Participant 3-G and depicts the
same land shown in Figure 5. It was the site of annual activities such as
mushroom picking and harvesting wild edible plants. The frame of an
old barn can still be seen in the present day landscape. Source:
Participant 3-G, 2008

Figure 8: This photo is another of the land pictured in figure 5, and is
still an important place for Participant 3-H. Source: Participant 3-H,
2008
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Figure 9: Map showing the peripheral boundary changes of sense of place for
members of the first (small circle), second (middle circle) and third (outermost
circle). The inner-most circle also indicated the most intense location of place
attachment for residents: the homeland.

Beyond these familial connections, one of the most striking findings
from the data was that the geographic dimension of sense of place expanded
over time and across generations (see Figure 9). Participants in the first
generation exhibited the strongest attachment to places within a two-mile
radius of their home, while the second and third generations formed
attachments to places beyond this central site. Participant 1-A lived
approximately two miles south of Caliento and two-and-a-half miles east
of Strand School where she received her education. The places she
frequented were all within two-and-a-half miles from her home (see Figure
4 for reference). Walking to and from locales was a common phenomenon
and often it would become a social activity in itself. “If we were lucky we
got a ride, but walking was fun in a way. It meant seeing your friends”
(Participant 1-C). Transportation seemed to be the main factor influencing
sense of place for the first generation, as automobiles were not popular in
the area until the 1940s, mostly because they were too expensive for
homesteaders to afford (Participants 1-A and 1-B). This meant that people
traveled by foot or horse-drawn wagons in order to get from place to
place. The Caliento area did not have any major infrastructure except for
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the railway until the mid-1950s when roads and hydro poles were built
(Participants 1-B and 1-C). To get to Winnipeg, passengers had to connect
with the mainline and then travel north to the city, a one-way trip that
“could take all day” (Participants 1-B and 1-C).
With time, the extent of sense of place increased significantly. The
second generation made use of spaces beyond the two-mile radius, in part
because it was made easier by the introduction of cars. By the time he was
growing up, participant 2-D was able to form a sense of place within a
twenty-mile radius of home, which included social activities in Caliento
and Sundown. When the third generation arrived, places were mostly
experienced by vehicles. “We took the bus everyday to school, drove to
work, to soccer games; we even drive on the farm to pick mushrooms
sometimes” (Interview 3-G). “We are able to travel faster and farther than
our grandparents and parents did; that has opened up a lot of space”
(Interview 3-G). Third-generation residents were thus, in this area, able to
experience a larger geographic area. For participants of the first generation,
sense of place began within a small area of home. As seen in Figure 9, the
outer circle represents the wider range of place attachment experienced by
the third generation, and inevitably the place attachment experienced by
the first generation over time. As new technology was brought into the
area and travel became easier and faster, the spatial extent of their place
attachment extended to include towns past Caliento and covered a much
larger area. The sheer ability to conduct daily activities outside the
homestead or local community meant people were able to make attachments
to places outside of Caliento. The friction of distance was overcome
through modern transportation methods and participants being able to
access and experience more places (Ramsey et al. 2002), a phenomenon
only experienced by the first generation over a long period of time. As
Participant 1-C stated, “Before, it took almost a whole day to get to
Winnipeg, that’s why we only went maybe once a year. … Now we can go
there and back three times in one day”.
There were three towns in the Caliento area included within the 20mile radius of places frequently visited: Vita, Sundown and Caliento (largest
to smallest in size), each of which was characterized by unique geographic
and historic progression (Sandalack 2002). Vita was a major town in
southeastern Manitoba and had the region’s only hospital. It featured five
general stores, an auto dealer, blacksmith, four garages (for auto body
repair), two barber shops, three restaurants, a school and pool hall
(Participant 1-A and 2-D). Sundown had three garages, five general stores,
a barbershop, two restaurants, a post office, a school and a pool hall
(Participant 1-C and 2-D). Caliento was site of three general stores, a post
office, pool hall, school and dance hall. These towns were service centers
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that provided business for the surrounding area. Like most of the prairies,
towns were about 8 miles apart and usually only connected to each other
by the rail line. However, the rail line was out of service by 1960, and in
1979 the tracks were taken out of the ground (Participant 1-B and 2C). The
first generation visited town about once a week for mail and supplies; by
1962 the second generation went at least twice a week, and the third
generation visited town daily by the late 1980s. More interesting, however,
is how each generation interpreted the meaning of “town”.
For each first-generation participant, “town” meant Caliento or
Sundown (depending on proximity of their homes) while each secondgeneration participant almost always referred to Vita as “town”. And while
the third generation most commonly referenced Vita as “town”, its members
also referenced both Steinbach or Winnipeg as “town”, depending upon
the context in which they were discussed (Participant 3-H and 3-I). Today,
Vita is the only town with retail operations: a school, gas stations and
hospital that serves three municipal regions in the area. It has become
what all the small service centers used to be for homesteaders: “I go to
town (Vita) once every one or two days for the mail, groceries or for other
errands” (Participant 2-E). Sundown still has a post office, though most
residents get their mail from Vita. There is no question that the introduction
and popularization of the automobile contributed to the decay of small
towns across the prairies, and the Caliento area is no exception. While
members of the first and second generation could still recall a time when
their sense of place included the town of Caliento as a functioning service
center, technological changes dictated a shift in this mentality for the third
generation. Caliento has since been transformed into a ghost town, a
phenomenon which can be attributed to the advent of motorized
transportation. While the railway had a profound influence on the
settlement of the Prairie region (Paul 2000), the advent of the highway and
motorized vehicles had a significant impact on both the cultural landscape
and the economic functions of small towns and contributed to their demise.
There simply was no longer any need for towns spaced every eight miles,
as transportation made it possible to drive farther and faster for goods and
necessities. The general stores in Caliento used to sell everything that
people might require, and if the general store did not have what you
wanted in stock, “all you did was place an order and the train would have
it there in two days” (Participant 1-B). Once the highway was built and
people could more easily get from homestead to town, goods and services
began to collect in central towns such as Vita. For the first generation,
going to town in Caliento was to purchase necessities only; everything
else could be accomplished on the homestead. For the second generation,
going to town in Vita was for a mixture of entertainment and necessity.
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“We went to Vita about once a month and once a week to Caliento for the
mail and some groceries. On Sundays we would hitch up the horses and
go for a treat” (Participant 2-D). As the years passed, going to town would
become less of a novelty and more apart of daily life. “Going to town is
nothing now, we only know it as being more a daily thing than anything
else” (Participant 3-H).
The school was one of the most referenced places among all the
participants. In addition to the schools in the towns, there were three
schools in rural areas to serve the children who lived farther away. For
most of the older participants, school was only accessible by foot, and
was located up to three miles away through thick bush and swamp
(Participants 1-A, 1-B, 1-C and 2-D). For participant 1-A, the most memorable
feature of growing up in Caliento was having to “[walk] to school in any
kind of weather – through snow drifts that were 20 feet high” (Participant
1-A). Even if it meant traveling on the backs of older classmates, students
went to school under all but the most extreme circumstances (Participant
1-B). Aside from learning, school was an important site of socialization as
it was “the place where [people] saw their friends and played games”
(Participant 2-D). It seemed that school was equally as important for social
attachment as it was for education (Participant 2-D). As time progressed
and school buses became more widely used, the only school to serve the
area was in Vita. It was the third generation of participants who went to
school in Vita, which in part added to their broader sense of place.
With respect to environmental usage, there was a noticeable shift
from the first generation. Often because there was nothing else to do,
people from the first generation would take time to explore their quarter
section of land until every physical feature was locked into memory
(Participants 1-A and 1-B). This knowledge of the landscape was passed
down to their children and thus became part of their sense of place as well.
The two-mile radius of sense of place decreased significantly in the winter
months. As one member of the first generation, recalls, “snow made it hard
to go anywhere, so we had to stay home most of the time-except to go to
school” (Participant 1-C). The gathering of the Corner gang was therefore
restricted to the summer when it was warm enough for people to be outside.
During the winter, it was more practical to remain indoors or at least stay
within the boundaries of their respective yards at home. Even participants
from the second generation remembered the seasonal limitations. As
Participant 2-D noted, “We didn’t do much in the winter, not necessarily
because we couldn’t, but because we didn’t want to”. The third generation,
on the other hand, did not experience nearly as much seasonally restricted
travel. They had the benefit of always having access to modes of
transportation that made travel easier in winter months.
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Early settlers of the area built everything with their bare hands, from
the small log dwellings for their families to churches and halls for serving
the community. In fact, the St. John Ukrainian Catholic Church was built in
1910 on a foundation of stones that had been removed by hand from
nearby fields in order to clear land for small crops and pastures (Kasian
1991). The father of Participant 1-A was the parishioner who delivered the
first load of stones taken from his field. This sense of place, however, is in
danger of being permanently lost or altered in the face of “inexorable
homogenizing processes of globalization” (Sandalack 2002, 240) Perhaps
it was because the first generation was able to make significant alterations
to their own landscape that makes the landscape more meaningful for
them. For the third generation, the inability to transform the landscape
directly and lack of hands-on farming has equated to a degree of loss in
terms of attachment for the natural environment. Nonetheless, Participants
3-G and 3-H insist on maintaining a natural connection to the land, even
though the way in which they interact with the landscape is significantly
different than the first generation. Participants largely use the environment
as a setting for social activities; but their choice of activities, and the
specific local are consciously linked to historic use (Tuan 1980). Going to
pick mushrooms, for example, has become more an activity of recreation
than survival. “I remember Baba and Dad showing us all the good spots to
pick mushrooms and plums in the summer on the old farm. It’s fun, and
those are the places that I go to most often,” (Participant 3-H, see also
Figures 7 and 8). Land use by the first generational cohort often reflected
choices necessary for survival, such as gathering or growing food. With
subsequent generations, the same locations are used for similar activities,
but these choices are made more for recreational purposes.
Each generation had many memories that take place on the land, and
these constituted much of their respective “senses of place”. As Participant
3-G commented, “The land has a history. To know that when we walk, we
walk on fields that were turned by our great grandparents and that there
are no rocks there because they removed them by hand—that means
something. That means a lot”. In fact, the land that Participant 2-D and his
family live on is the same land that his mother’s (Participant 1-A) two-mile
radius encompassed and on which the Corner gang got together. The
route that the Corner gang took to get to school runs through the field
behind participant 2-D’s current house. This familial land history directly
influenced the sense of place of his children. When asked how time has
influenced her sense of place, Participant 3-H replied, “I’ve spent my
whole life here. I’ve listened to stories from my family and of older people
and they have each added to my own story. The more time I spend here,
the more I like it” (Participant 3-H).
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Discussion
The findings of the research reflect a dynamic sense of place, both
over time and across generations. Geographically, sense of place expanded
over a wider area due to increased access to technology and infrastructure
for all three generations (see Figure 9). Despite this marked expansion
there remained an intense attachment to the homeland where most daily
activities occur and where memories of the past are the most vivid. Sense
of place, as experienced by each participant, was not eliminated from the
expansion of transportation technology; rather, it remained centered on
the homeland despite a geographic shift outward. There was also evidence
in the findings of a shift in how each generation defines the meaning of
‘town,’ attributed to the ghost-town phenomenon found across the prairies.
And finally, the research revealed pronounced differences in each
generation’s environmental use. Each of the aforementioned factors
contributed to the changing nature of sense of place.
The importance of homeland was profound as it offers a permanent
place of reassurance for people to return to, literally or in memory (Tuan
1977, Entrikin 1991). The strong sense of place associated with home
evoked a similar reaction among all participants and not surprisingly was
strongest for the first generation. Most of what people experience about
home was not consciously processed; therefore at times the participants
had difficulty finding the right words to describe their experiences and
attachments to Caliento (Buttimer 1980). Nonetheless, through the telling
of stories these experiences about home were revealed. From personal
experience, Shuwera was aware of the intense place attachment and
connection to the land belonging to the people she interviewed despite
their occasional loss for words in responding to questions. It was clear
through each interview that sense of place was most meaningful around
Caliento, even though the place identity associated with the Caliento area
became more influenced by exterior forces rather than being produced
from cultural and traditional interactions characteristic of the first generation
(Sandalack 2002).
As illustrated above, sense of place changed significantly with each
generation. The expansion of place attachment occurred over time for
each generation but was especially noticeable amongst the third
generational cohort. Nonetheless, the direct vicinity of homeland remained
the most intense site of place attachment for each generation. This intense
form of sense of place is characteristic of people who form emotional
attachments to a home locale because it is the focal point for their social
world (Tuan 2004) and a profound center of meaning (Buttimer 1980; Godkin
1980). However, the scale of homeland expanded over time, in part due to
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advances in technology and faster modes of transportation. Findings
illustrated the meaning denoted by the term “town” shifted geographically
from the once vibrant Caliento, to the larger service center Vita. Over time,
technology led to a marked change in how “hand-made” and “humanmade” landscapes influenced the sense of place of each generation. The
third generation expressed different connections to the physical
environment when compared to the first generation, expressions which
were closely linked to the influence of technology in the area.

Conclusion
Place attachment is undoubtedly a subjective and individual
phenomenon, but sense of place can be also be common to a group of
people or generation sharing similar cultural experiences. The first
generation of Canadian Ukrainians has seen their landscape shift over the
past 80 years. This group witnessed friends and families relocate to larger
urban centers and watched as time and technology swept over the region
bringing forth a new generation of material features and landowners. As
the first generation of immigrants pass away, descendents of the original
homesteaders migrate to larger centers to attend school or find work. Still,
there remains a small population of homesteader descendents that call the
Caliento area home and maintain a strong sense of place for the immediate
homeland. Even though the tangible reality of place changed significantly
for each generation, perhaps it is the relatively unchanging qualities of the
natural environment (Relph 1976), strong familial ties and cultural linkages
that make the Caliento area most appealing and thus creates a site for an
intense sense of place. This intense form of place attachment is transferred
to members of the second and third generations, despite a marked
geographic expansion. Even though the population of Ukrainian
descendents is decreasing over time in the R.M. of Stuartburn (Reimer
2008), familial ties to the area act as “the bridge for people who want to
come back” (Participant 3-G). Despite an expansion in the peripheral
boundaries of place attachment, the focus remains centered on the
homeland, the place each participant discussed with the most enthusiasm.
Though the sample size in this research was relatively small, multiple
methods of data collection were used to ensure the trustworthiness of the
findings. Triangulating results among participants and direct observation
strengthened confidence in the results. Reviewing the interview findings
with participants at a workshop further strengthened confidence in results.
Thus what the study lacks in limited interview participants, it overcomes
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through multiple methods. Together each generation shared a similar sense
of place in that they began with a geographic radius of about two-miles,
and then each expand outward over time toward Vita, Sundown, Steinbach
or Winnipeg. The third generation’s geographic sense of place was much
larger than the first, encompassing original homestead property in addition
to surrounding towns and cities where daily activities take place. Through
it all, the children of original homesteaders in the Caliento area developed
and maintained a strong sense of place in their homeland that has been
impressed upon their children and grandchildren. Despite a vast difference
in experiences, the third generation has managed to carry on a similarly felt
sense of place to the very landscape their ancestors helped build. It is
clear in the Caliento area that although geographically the area of sense of
place increased, the strongest emotional ties remain centered on the
homeland.
The research outlined above contributes to a growing body of literature
surrounding sense of place and in particular explored how sense of place
differs across generations, a concept not documented in recent
publications. The concepts of sense of place outlined above have several
practical implications and similar research methods can be incorporated
into land-use planning. Allowing participants to explore their sense of
place serves to identify community assets. These resident-identified
locations can be incorporated into community based land-use and
sustainability planning.
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